
 

 

HUNTER COLLEGE, Summer 2017 Session II 
Asian 210 

Introduction to Asian American Studies through Food Studies & Neighborhoods 
Professor Z. Saed 

Office Hours: by appointment 
Office Location: TBA [or the same classroom before or after class] 

 
Email: ZohraSaed@gmail.com  

Required texts:  
PDFs on Blackboard and website: https://zohrasaed.com/course-reading-material/  
Eating Asian America: A Food Studies Reader Ed. Robert Ji-Song Ku, Martin F. Manalasan, Anita Mannur 
Asian American Literary Review  
 
Learning Goals: 

 - Increased ability to interpret meaning in literary texts by paying close attention to an author’s 
choices of detail, vocabulary, and style 

 - Increased confidence in offering a critical evaluation and appreciation of a film and literary 
work’s strengths and limitations 

 - Increased confidence in the oral presentation of ideas 
 - Increased ability to write short critical essays employing a strong thesis statement, appropriate 

textual citations, and contextual and intertextual evidence for your ideas 
 - Understanding the history of the Asian American experience 

 
Attendance Policy: 
Departmental policy states that after THREE absences a student is to be dropped from the class 
roster. If you do need to miss a class, please let me know in advance. 
 
*If you are more than fifteen minutes late for a class you will have to bring in treats for your classmates (27 
treats).  
 
**Sleeping in class will count as an absence (but why would you sleep in my class?) 
 
Present-Centered Learning and PHONE/TABLET/LAPTOPS usage in classroom: In this course, we are 
also learning to be present in the situation. You may use smartphones and tablets for: reading PDFs during 
group work; taking photos of sites [when on trips] and of notes on the board. 

Please do not use phones/tablets/laptops during lectures. If your phone or device goes off in class, your 
punishment is to bring treats for your classmates (27 treats). 

Notes on Preparation for Class: 
All reading and writing assignments are to be completed on time.  Be sure to get the phone numbers/ 
email addresses of at least two of your classmates; then; if you must be absent, you can call or email 
someone and get the assignment.  You may also, of course, email me.  For the next session you are 
responsible for all work and must always come to class prepared. 
 
All reading assignments must be BROUGHT TO CLASS as they will be referred to for discussion.  
 
You are expected to be active participants in all class discussions and activities. 
 
Course Requirements: 

1. Field Trip Reports: 2pp written report on the trip and your observations of the neighborhood we 
explore. 1pp bibliography of articles, books and essays on the particular neighborhood. We will 
visit: “Curry Hill” [Murray Hill]; Chinatown [Manhattan]; “Himalaya Heights” [Jackson Heights]; 
The Ganesh Temple and Canteen in Flushing; and if we have time: Harlem [Bengali Harlem or 



 

 

Schomburg Center, NYPL]; The Asia Society; New York Historical Society; and The Asian 
American Writers Workshop. [20%] 

2. Film Responses: 1-2pp responses to a particular aspect of the film. These shorter responses must 
still contain a thesis and refer to a particular scene to support your thesis. [20%] 

3. Final Essay/Project: The last two classes of the semester are devoted to presentations.  
 

a) Proposal: you will submit a 1-2pp proposal of your final project. You may choose a 
particular Asian American Food History theme or Neighoborhood to research. Your 
proposal must contain a 1-2pp bibliography (this can include media links). [10%] 
 
b) Progress Report: you are required to submit a 2pp progress report on your project. 
This will be discussed in groups for peer critique and support. You will be placed in a 
small group and will be required to both critique your colleagues’ reports and be open to 
suggestions on your own project. You may submit your progress report as you have 
written it but with a handwritten (or emailed) 1page note on the suggestions your peers 
offered and how you will incorporate their suggestions into your work. [10%] 
 
c) Presentation: You will present your research to your classmates on the final two days. 
You may use google doc, google slides, powerpoint, prezi, or media clips or a simple 
lecture to share your work with your peers. Presentations are 15-20 min in length. No 
written report needs to be submitted, only the link to any visual work or notes you utilize 
during your presentation.  Although not recommended but certainly acceptable if public 
speaking is a concern, you may opt to do a video version of a presentation or 
neighborhood audio or video project with a series of interviews with restaurant owners 
etc. [20%] 
 

4. Participation: [20%] Attendance. Participation. Readiness. Communal work with your 
colleagues.  

 
*May be revised  

 
Academic Honesty: 
 
The English Department fully supports Hunter College’s policy on Academic Honesty, which states, in 
part: 

“Academic dishonesty is unacceptable and will not be tolerated. Cheating, forgery, plagiarism and 
collusion in dishonest acts undermine the college’s educational mission and the students’ personal 
and intellectual growth. Hunter students are expected to bear individual responsibility for their 
work, to learn the rules and definitions that underlie the practice of academic integrity, and to 
uphold its ideals. Ignorance of the rules is not an acceptable excuse for disobeying them. Any 
student who attempts to compromise or devalue the academic process will be sanctioned.”   

 
In this class, any evidence of plagiarism, however minute it may be, will earn you an F grade on the 
work in question and will result in your being formally reported to the Office of the Dean of 
Students. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


